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Commander’s Message: 

It's time again for another news letter, boy does time fly. 

During the past month we  did a few things. We had our garage sale and made 

427 dollars, not bad for what we had to sell and the current economy. I'm sorry I 

had to miss it, I had to be at my son (and post member) Justin's wedding. Our 

Riders made a bunch of money, (somewhere between 2000 and 2500; the totals 

not in yet) on their ―Iron Butt Ride‖ (that's riding a thousand miles in less than 24 

hours on a motorcycle) some even continued on for another 500 miles, makes my backside sore just 

thinking about it. Our Auxiliary had a Chicken Alfredo dinner at the Post. Our Building committee 

had it's first meeting and sent out a survey to the post members to get their input on what they want a 

building to have,  still waiting for final results of the survey. 

 

Meeting Highlights: 

Meeting called to order on Wednesday May 12 at 7pm by Commander Richard Van Tries 

1) Memorial Day plans are under way by Kevin, Bill, and JD. Ceremony should take about 30-45 

minutes. 2) Post 21 will be the Lunch Stop on the 4th District Coffee Tour on June 19 th 2010 (no 

schedule received at this time, best  guess is 11:00 am-1:00pm). We need a canteen for the Coffee 

Tour. We need a list of things to make Post 21 a memorable stop. 3) Veterans Day meeting May 

27 at 7pm at the bowling alley. 4) Iron Butt ride brought in a lot of money for the scholarship 

fund. Ten riders make the 1000 mile ride, and three made an additional 500 mile ride the next day. 

Saturday‘s Cpl. Peter J. Courcy Memorial Ride had 7 ALR riders. 5) Garage Sale – May 8th sold $427 from items. Nothing 

was left. 6) Incorporation of Post – Waiting for new officers. 7) Building committee – Sent out survey to see what members 

wanted. We are looking at several facilities and several fund raising activities to afford a place. 

2) Election of officers. New Officers: 

Commander – Bob Bourbon   Finance Officer – Gary Hunt 

1St Vice Commander – Ray Kahler  Service Officer – Dewey Fambry 

2nd Vice – Bob Hublard   Sgt at Arms – Phil LaFara 

Adjutant – Clyde Ding    Historian – Ron Jansen 

Judge Advocate – J Depiazza   Chaplain – Don Brody 

 

**** New business **** 

1) Newsletter – The different commanders must send in their monthly input. 2) Election of E-Board members (3) – At large 

members at the E-Board meetings. New members are: Mac Caldwell, Kurt Switzer, and Larry Swanson. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 8:20pm. 
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Auxiliary Corner 

President’s Message:  

The American Legion Auxiliary is a unique group of women, joined in the fellowship of volunteerism, patriot-

ism and dedication to support Veterans‘, their family members, our young people, and our community. 

 

We have a wide range of activities in which our members can choose to be involved. We have a great time 

together, planning, organizing and helping out at events. 

  

Volunteering with the Auxiliary does not require a large amount of your time.  However, the time you do give is greatly needed 

and appreciated. 

Janis Rivera  

Sons Corner 

 

 

 

Meeting Highlights 

APRIL 22, 2010  

 

Commander Kevin Withrow called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M.  

New member Raymond Weidinger  

Next date for Paige Road cleanup May 22nd  

Mark Hitz reported on the web page and we are waiting for further information from the post webmaster.  

The commander stated that over 40 members and guests attended the meet and greet held at the post social center building. Ray 

Reynolds did a great job preparing the food and everyone had plenty to eat. A raffle was held with many very nice gifts given 

away. We raised $58.00 for the building fund for the S.A.L.  

The ALR will have a Chili cook off on the 24th of April at the Lions Club Park.  

The Aux. will have a chicken alfredo take out dinner on the 25th of April from 1-4 at the post building.  

Everyone should have received a copy of the new post newsletter produced by Ron Jansen. A very nice job.  

Kevin is working on a calendar of events so our events don‘t interfere with other post activities.  

Reminder the Post 21 Garage sale will be held at Big Lots parking lot on May 7th and 8th.  

The S.A.L. fish fry and flag retirement ceremony will be held at Lions Club Park on June 12. The Aux. will provide deserts and 

Ray Reynolds will get the necessary permits.  

Next month is the election of Officers for the Sons of the American Legion post 21. Kevin accepted the nomination for com-

mander, Gary accepted the nomination for first vice Don accepted the nomination for finance officer. Other posts to be filled 

include Adjutant, Second Vice, Sgt at Arms, Chaplin, Historian?  
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Kevin Withrow  



Chaplainõs Corner 

I have a great report. 1) There were no deaths in any of the AL family. 2) None of 

our members or their families were in the hospital, God's blessings to all. 
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Director’s Message: 

The Iron Butt Saddle Sore 1000 ride was completed on 5/11/10. 

There were 10 riders: 

 

Mike Miller James DePiazza  Joe McCourry  Jesse Rivera 

Ray Kahler Laron Cheek  Mike Ruscelli 

 

And 3 of Mike Ruscelli friends: 

Billy Muston  Karl Williams  John Neel 

 

We rode a little over 1100 miles on Saturday 5/10. 

Four of the riders: 

James Ray Jesse Mike 

Completed the 1500 mile Bun Burner on Sunday 5/11. 

 

At this point we are estimating that $2000.00 to $2500.00 was raised; which will benefit the American Legion Legacy Scholar-

ship Fund. 

 

———————————————————————————————————————————————————- 

 

From staff reports 

Published: Wednesday, March 31, 2010 6:11 PM CDT (The Colony Courier-Leader) 

When the ALR began planning this ride, it was just for the challenge and camaraderie. That is, until Legion Rider and The Col-

ony Mayor Joe McCourry thought about making it a fundraiser. 

―As a veteran with college-bound kids this year, I know the cost of higher education.‖ McCourry said in a release. ―With college 

costing $50,000 to $60,000, the military benefits just cannot keep up. The American Legion Legacy Scholarship fund is a way to 

help offset some of the cost for a fallen soldier‘s family. This 1,000-mile ride is a way to continue my commitment to those men 

and women that are fighting to keep us free and their families that remain at home. If you can, a pledge of one penny per mile 

will make a difference.‖ 

 

 

Riders Corner 

Mike Miller 

Don Brody (Post 21) 

Darlene Wells (Aux) 



                    (For detailed information on any event, contact the organization holding the event) 
 

MAY 

 

May 19 Wed -Aux -Meetings held the third Wednesday of each month. Meet and Greet Membership Drive 

 

May 20 Thur -S.A.L. -Meetings held the third Thursday of each month. 

 

May 22 Sat—S.A.L.– Paige Road cleanup. 

 

May 27 Thru—Veteran‘s Day planning meeting at the bowling alley at 7pm. 

 

May 28 Fri -Post 21 -Set Flags on the veterans graves at Bridges Cemetery in the Legions on Morning Star at noon.  

 
May 31 Mon -Post 21 -Memorial Day ceremony at the 5 Star Complex starting at 10am. The ceremony to honor all the 

fallen soldiers/sailors, marines, and airman who have given their all for our country will include: bugle call, high school 

choir singing National Anthem, rifles by the JROTC, Color Guard by the S.A.L, Wreaths and bell ceremony, and guest 

speaker. Ceremony should last between 30 to 45 minutes. 
 

  

Upcoming Events 
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May 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19* 20* 21 22* 

23 24 25 26 27* 28* 29 

30 31*      



June 2010 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9* 10 11 12* 

13 14 15 16* 17* 18 19* 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

Schedule of Events 

 

June 9 Wed—Post 21—Meetings held the second Wednesday of each month. 

 

June 12 Sat—Post 21– City-wide Flag Retirement and Fish Fry from noon to 6 p.m. at Lions Club Park (4800 

Nash Dr. The Colony, Tx ). Music will be provided by DJ Ken Adams. Cost of the event is $8 for adults and $6 

for seniors and children ages 2 to 11. Children under 2 eat free. All-You-Can-Eat Fish Fry (with the fixins) will be 

provided by the Sons of the American Legion Post 21. So come hungry. 

 

June 16 Wed -Aux -Meetings held the third Wednesday of each month. Meet and Greet Membership Drive. 

 

June 17 Thur -S.A.L. -Meetings held the third Thursday of each month. 

 

June 19-Sat-Post 21—Post 21 will be the Lunch Stop on the 4th District Coffee Tour. Lunch will be served at the 

post. A guess of their arrival will be sometime between 11:00am and 1:00pm. 
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July 2010 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3* 

4 5 

 

6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14* 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21* 22* 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

Schedule of Events 

 

July 3 Sat—Fourth of July Parade in The Colony. We plan on entering a float. Lineup 9:15, Parade starts 10:00. 

 

July 14 Wed—Post 21—Meetings held the second Wednesday of each month. New officers will be installed. 

 

July 21 Wed -Aux -Meetings held the third Wednesday of each month. Meet and Greet Membership Drive 

 

July 22 Thur -S.A.L. -Meetings held the third Thursday of each month. 
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Past Event 

Whatõs Happening at Post 21 

Apr 10ðALRð7 members from Post 21 ALR started out on the 1000 mile Iron Butt ride. Money was raised for scholar-
ships.  
 

April 10 Sat—S.A.L.-I want to take a minute to say a big Texas (THANKS) to all who came out for the 

Post 21 Meat-n-Eat at 3:00PM . We had over 40 people come out. The food was awesome and every-

one Kevin talked to had a great time. Congratulations to all the raffle tickets winners especially Bill 

Longo who won the Dallas Mavericks Playoff Tickets. A special thanks goes to our host: Ray "The 

Cook" Reynolds. 

 

 

April 24 Sat— ALR—Chili Cook-off at Lions Club Park. There were 13 who cooked. You have to be a member of CASI Inter-

national in order to participate in this cook-off. 

 

April 25  Sun 1 to 4 pm—Aux— Come and Go Chicken Alfredo Dinner (Rolls & Salad incl.).  

  

May 7-8    Fri & Sat—Post 21—Garage Sale was held in the Big Lots parking lot. As usual, it was a success   

 

May 8 Sat—ALR—The 2nd annual Cpl. Peter J. Courcy Memorial Ride. This ride is a ‗no feet down‘ 

ride that honors a local soldier who was KIA In Feb 2009. The funds collect form this ride go towards 

the American Legion Legacy Scholarship Fund. 
 

 

 

 

May 8 Sat—S.A.L.-Ray Reynolds competed in the Post 182 BBQ cook-off. Ray competed in the Pork Butt contest and got 3rd 

place. He also competed in the Ribs and Roast but not sure how he did on that yet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

I just wanted to pass along a note to all the Post 21 members about an offer that Larie (La Ree) at the SportClips off 121/Josie 
made to me today. Any member who goes to their business and shows their America Legion membership will receive a 20% 
discount off their service. 

Also SportClips has also donated 10 free haircuts to be raffled off during the June Fish Fry at Lions Club Park. 

So Thank You Larie for your generous donation to the Post. 

 

Kevin Withrow 
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New Members 

The S.A.L. newest member is Raimund Weidinger. 

TAPS 

Of all the military bugle calls, none is so easily recognized or more apt to render emotion than the call 

Taps. The melody is both eloquent and haunting and the history of its origin is interesting and somewhat 

clouded in controversy. In the British Army, a similar call known as Last Post has been sounded over sol-

diers' graves since 1885, but the use of Taps is unique with the United States military, since the call is 

sounded at funerals, wreath - laying and memorial services.  

Taps began as a revision to the signal for Extinguish Lights (Lights Out) at the end of the day. The music 

for Taps was adapted by Union General Daniel Butterfield  for his brigade (Third Brigade, First Division, 

Fifth Army Corps, Army of the Potomac) in July, 1862.  

During the Peninsular Campaign Butterfield served prominently when during the Battle of Gaines Mill, de-

spite an injury, he seized the colors of the 83rd Pennsylvania and rallied the regiment at a critical time in 

the battle. Years later, he was awarded the Medal of Honor for that act of heroism.  

As the story goes, General Butterfield was not pleased with the call for Extinguish Lights feeling that the 

call was too formal to signal the days end and with the help of the brigade bugler, Oliver Willcox Norton, 

wrote Taps to honor his men while in camp at Harrison's Landing, Virginia, following the Seven Day's bat-

tle. These battles took place during the Peninsular Campaign of 1862. The call, sounded that night in 

July, 1862, soon spread to other units of the Union Army and was even used by the Confederates. Taps 

was made an official bugle call after the war.  
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http://www.west-point.org/taps/Butterfield.html


  Special QUIZ 

Joke of the Month 

 

 

 

 

Two very elderly friends, Max and Wally, met in the park every day to feed the pigeons, watch the squirrels and discuss world 

problems. One day Wally didn't show up Max didn't think much about it, figured maybe he had a cold or some such. But after 

Wally hadn't shown up for a week or so Max really got worried. However, the only time they ever got together anymore (they 

used to play a lot of golf together) was at the park, and Max couldn't remember where Wally lived so he was unable to find 

out what had happened to him. 

  

A month passed and Max figured old Wally had gone to his heavenly reward, but one day Max approached the park and, lo 

and behold, there sat Wally! Max was very excited and happy to see him and told him so! Then he said, "For crying out loud 

Wally, what happened to you???" Wally replied, "I have been in jail." "Jail???," cried Max!! "What in the world for???" 

  

"Well," Wally said, "You know Sue, that cute little blonde waitress at the coffee shop where we sometimes get coffee?" Yeah" 

said MAX, "I remember her. What about her?" "Well one day last month she got mad at me and to get even, she charged me 
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with rape. I was so proud of what everyone would think an old fart like me could still do, that when I got into court, I pled 

'Guilty'. Judge DePiazza then took a good look at me and gave me 30 days for perjury." 

 

Answer true or false to these statements about the sentinels who guard the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. 

 

1. Sentinels guard the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 

2. The changing of the guard takes place every four hours. 

3. The sentinels of the Tomb Guard are a special detail of Marines. 

4. Tomb Guards never speak on duty. 

5. Members of the Tomb Guard have to be at least 5‘10‖ tall. 

6. Women are not permitted to serve as Tomb Guards because the unknowns are all male. 

7. Tomb Guards don‘t carry real weapons. 

8. Tomb Guards spend five hours a day preparing their uniforms for duty. 

9. When they become Tomb Guards, members take a lifetime pledge not to swear or drink alcohol. 

10. Members of the Tomb Guatds live in an underground barracks in Arlington Cemetary. 

11. Only 20 percent  of the soldiers who volunteer to be Tomb Guard sentinels actually become full-fledged guards. 

12. In 2003 the members of the Tomb Guard continued to guard the Unknown Soldier during Hurricane Isabella, despite or-

ders to suspend their duty until after the hurricane had passed. 



American Legion Post 21 Officers 

Commander Richard Van Tries 

1st Vice Commander Norbert Galvan 

2st Vice Commander Bob Bourbon 

Adjutant  Clyde Ding 

Judge Advocate J Depiazza 

Finance Officer  Gary Hunt 

Service Officer  Dorian Barton 

Sgt. At Arms Phillip LaFara 

Historian  Bill Longo 

Chaplain Don Brody 
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American Legion  

Post 21  

American Legion 

Holley -Riddle Post 21 

PO Box 560997 

The Colony, TX 75056 

 

Phone:  

 

commander@post21.org 

adjutant@post21.org 

chaplain@post21.org 

We have a WEB 

site: http://

www.post21.org/  

Post 21 

The Colony 

Volume 1, Issue 2 

Distribution of this newsletter is the responsi-

bility of the officers of each group. 

      Bumper sticker of the year:  

'If you can read this, thank a teacher  

and, since it's in English, thank a soldier'  

http://www.post21.org/website/html/holleyriddle.html
http://www.post21.org/website/html/holleyriddle.html

